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The first issue of the World Journal for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery (WJPCHS) was published in April 2010.
The launch of WJPCHS took place at a time when we were already seeing an exponential rise in the number of "medical journals," and a virtual explosion in the amount of published, peer-reviewed information being made available to clinicians, investigators, and related health-care professionals as well as to patients and families, through a variety of venues. The content of traditional "print journals" became almost universally available online, new "online only" journals were popping up virtually overnight, and readers were increasingly becoming accustomed to finding everything they needed by searching PubMed, Google Scholar, and other search engines and citation services, some with links to full-text articles with varying restrictions on access, ranging from fully unrestricted to stringently controlled access.
Despite the growth, at rocket speed, of the industry of Science, Medicine and Technology publishing, the medical and scientific literature related specifically to congenital heart disease has historically been spread across a vast number of venues, encompassing journals which focus on pediatrics, cardiology, cardiothoracic surgery, related clinical disciplines such as anesthesiology, critical care, nursing, and perfusion, and of course, a variety of publications containing articles of interest across a broad spectrum of disciplines and diseases. These important journals occasionally carry "high impact" articles on subjects related to congenital heart disease. It remains true, however, that even in the most prestigious journals dedicated to cardiothoracic surgery, a rather small and highly variable fraction of the content pertains to congenital heart disease and treatment of pediatric patients.
During its formative years, the World Society for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery determined that its mission would best be served by the development of a dedicated journal that would become a platform for education and for the dissemination of scholarly material related to the Society's mission of increasing and spreading knowledge related to pediatric and congenital heart disease, with particular emphasis on its surgical management. In that context, the word "dissemination" has taken on a great deal of importance to me, as WJPCHS' editor. Notwithstanding the "access to everything" that is the current norm in the digital age, the Editorial Board of WJPCHS has endeavored to create a journal of which an individual reader whose focus is on pediatric and congenital heart disease can say, "This journal is for me; from cover to cover."
Letters sent a decade ago to the first cadre of prospective members of the original Editorial Board of WJPCHS included the following message:
The field of congenital heart surgery has a history that stretches over more than seven decades. When Robert Gross accomplished successful surgical closure of patent ductus arteriosus, the report was published in JAMA. When Donald Ross first used a homograft valve to treat pulmonary atresia, it was reported in Lancet. And the first surgical repair of tricuspid atresia was described by Francis Fontan in Thorax. Today there are numerous excellent journals dedicated to the various disciplines of cardiothoracic surgery, but only one journal dedicated to the specialty of congenital heart surgery. World Journal for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery (WJPCHS) is a new peer reviewed scientific publication dedicated to the advancement and dissemination of knowledge pertaining to congenital cardiac anomalies, pediatric heart diseases in general, and surgical management in particular.
So we present at this time the first issue of the 10th volume of WJPCHS. It has grown from a quarterly journal with 100 pages per issue to a bimonthly journal with fully twice that number of pages of content. The journal is published both in print and online. In addition to full-text articles, the "electronic version" includes supplemental content comprising data tables and appendices, as well as videos of echocardiograms and angiograms, advanced imaging such as 3D reconstructions of computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging data, and surgical videos. SAGE Journals' "Online First" platform gives readers access to many articles before they appear in an issue.
The publication one year ago of the first issue of volume 9 of the World Journal for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery marked a milestone for the World Society for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery and its official publication, WJPCHS. As I wrote at that time:
The World Society for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery welcomes the Congenital Heart Surgeons' Society and the European Congenital Heart Surgeons Association to the World Journal. We are delighted and proud to announce that both have chosen to designate WJPCHS as the official journal of their respective organizations. The CHSS and ECHSA represent the face and the voice of congenital heart surgery in North America (United States and Canada) and in Europe, respectively. Each organization has advanced the science of surgical management of congenital heart disease through multicenter outcomes analyses, many of which have strongly and positively influenced the care of patients around the world. In expressing a warm welcome to CHSS and ECHSA, the World Society enthusiastically commits to the continued development of WJPCHS as a platform that will serve the mission of all three professional organizations.
design from 2010 to the current design displaying the logos of all three of these esteemed Societies (Figure 1) .
The WJPCHS has been indexed in MEDLINE since 2013, and all content dating back to volume 1, issue 1 is discoverable in PubMed. The rate of submission of manuscripts to WJPCHS continues to grow at a rapid pace. Over the past two years, manuscripts have come from over 50 countries of origin. Although surgery is a major focus of WJPCHS, the multidisciplinary approach to pediatric and congenital cardiac care that is essential to progress in research and clinical management is well represented. Therefore, the content of WJPCHS reflects the interests and contributions of specialists in related fields. Editorial Board members represent all continents and the board includes surgeons as well as specialists in the related fields of pediatric and adult congenital cardiology, critical care medicine, anesthesiology, nursing, biostatistics and epidemiology, clinical perfusion technology, and related sciences. The board is committed to a peer-review process that is rigorous, timely, and supportive of authors from all countries. We welcome your feedback as we continue our ongoing efforts to create a journal with content that will be of interest and value to you, "from cover to cover." Marshall L. Jacobs, MD Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Baltimore, MD, USA Email: marshall.jacobs@jhmi.edu 
